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had taken them had inexplicably mistaken the address,
Daniel had sold two canvases almost immediately, and
Gauguin found himself in possession of an unexpected sum of
over 1,000 francs and a new connection with a rich collector, a
Monsieur Fayet, who lived at B^ziers in the Midi, and who
was reputed by an exiled Beziers resident in Tahiti to
possess thirty million francs. The prices paid by Fayet com-
pared very favourably with those paid by Vollard, and Gauguin
had to regret that friends of Monsieur Fayet bought from
Vollard instead of de Monfreid* This new market for his
paintings had originated unexpectedly through a canvas that
Gauguin had given to a Paris dentist who had later moved to
Beziers, where Fayet had seen it in his waiting-room*
Gauguin's first act in receiving the money from Monsieur
Fayet was to return to the hospital at Papeete for a month, at
the rate of twelve francs a day* He had fever and was placed
on a rigorous diet that did little to sweeten his temper* "I am
here/' he barked to Daniel after the turn of the year, "suffering
from the eczema of my feet, from influenza, and finally to
spend the three hundred francs which Vollard sends me when
he sends them/' Monsieur Fayet had shown a liking for the
pottery figure, the Oviri, so that Gauguin now decided to
sell it instead of having it for his tomb*
Gauguin left the hospital in February and immediately set
about finding wood for sculptures* He felt better, if not yet
cured, and strong enough to undertake some work that could
be sold to Fayet* Vollard sent the balance that he owed, and
to Gauguin's gratification gave the impression that he was
frightened of losing him* "While I think of it," he asked
Daniel, "have you properly instructed Vollard in the treatment
of my canvases with wax; for I'm always afraid that he will
spoil them with that dirty varnish that picture-dealers are
crazy about?" He also asked his friend to buy him a humidity-
resisting Spanish mandoline, with cords, and asked him to
apply to Maillol for advice if he needed it*
The influenza epidemic lasted in the island for several